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Letters to the editor* 
World Hunger Fund 
In spite of the effect the " W o r l d Hunger 
F u n d " seems to have had on some of our 
brethren, (Let ters to the Editor, August 
25) I for one want to express what I believe 
to be an honest and active a t tempt to 
minister to a given situation. W e at the 
Brethren in Chris t in Mar t insburg are 
picking this p rogram up. I believe that a 
small beginning is far better than none at 
all, and that God blesses small efforts if 
they are in fact, in the name of the Lord. 
M a r k 12:41-44: " A n d Jesus sat over 
against the treasury, and beheld how the 
people cast money into the treasury: and 
many that were rich cast in much. And 
there c a m e a certain poor widow, and she 
threw in two mites, which m a k e a farthing. 
And H e called unto him his desciples, and 
saith unto them, Verily I say unto you that 
this poor widow hath cast more in, than all 
they which have cast into the treasury: For 
all they did cast in of their abundance; but 
she of her want did cast in all that she had, 
even all her living." 
In light of this observation by our Lord, 
I believe that we are not judged so much by 
what we give, but by the amoun t we keep 
for ourselves. 
I am well aware of our missionaries and 
their sacrificial way of life; if I were not, we 
would d r o p what we include in our annual 
budget for missions, but we have not 
dropped it in this t ime of inflation that puts 
the squeeze on all of us, ra ther we have 
increased it. There is a sense in which all 
t rue Chris t ian service is sacrificial. My 
own situation in the pas tora te with a 
family of eight has taught me that . But 
Contents 
these are some of the things that must be 
considered before accepting the call and 
due consideration before will help to curb 
dissatisfaction further on in the service. 
W e wish as a family and as a congrega-
tion that we could give more, but we are 
giving sacrificially now, and we trust our 
brother can rejoice as did the apostle Paul 
in receiving the small things as well as the 
great . It is not an easy mat ter to lead your 
congregation to sacrificial giving when 
those for whom they are sacrificing are 
making sport of their honest efforts to do 
their best. 
Mar t insburg , Pa. 
Rober t Keller, Sr . 
More Production or Food 
" R e d i s c o v e r i n g Genes i s 1:26" is a 
t remendous challenge. If "s tarvat ion , dis-
ease and w a r " is the only alternative, it 
would seem to me that we need to bestir 
ourselves to action. Sett ing aside the 10% 
we have saved f rom our food budget is a 
nice conscience easer, but certainly is not 
the answer to the gr im facts stated in the 
article. 
T o bring home to us we need to impose 
more severe measures in order to awaken 
us to the emergency. For we have no 
guaran tee that food shortage won' t affect 
us. For at present feeder calves and pigs 
are at such a low price that cattle men are 
considering killing calves and hog men just 
cannot feed sows for 5Vi or 6 months and 
sell her pigs for $5. 
W e cannot withhold our grain f rom the 
world markets in order to depress food 
prices at home so that we only need to 
spend 16-18% of our money earned to pay 
our food bill budget. It is little wonder that 
oil is used as a weapon to torpedo our 
luxurious way of life. We cannot expect 
those whose food cost them 70-80% of 
their wages to be very sympathet ic to our 
problem. Thus, to force elected officials to 
cancel food shipments abroad is to en-
danger confronta t ion. 
Adding to the fires of hatred against us 
are the acres used for pleasure, land-
scaping, and uncultivated acres no longer 
producing food that are out of production 
because of the way we spend the other 82-
84%. We not only need to study our food 
budgets; but also the way we spend the rest 
of the money God entrusts to us. When we 
spend money for things we do not need, the 
money often takes land and other re-
sources away f rom food production. Es-
pecially those of us with agricultural back-
ground must search hearts . Is this what 
God means by "Domin ion over . . .?" 
We must find ways to produce more 
food. O n e way would be to turn our lawns 
into gardens. Perhaps we should plant 
some fruit trees, and nut trees in our yards 
not just ornamenta ls . 
W e must share food. Our surplus we can 
share to our neighbors. Share our skills in 
perserving food. 
W e must expect food to be a greater 
percent of our wages in order to assure an 
adequate supply for our children and 
children's children. For if our farm com-
munity is healthy economically, our whole 
economy will be healthy and we will have 
surplus food to share with the world. 
Hess Brubaker 
G r a n t h a m , Pa. 
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Editorial 
The Battle 
and the Skirmishes 
W l T H I N the past year I sat in a meeting where a rather 
well-known evangelist amazed an audience of editors with 
graphic accounts and lurid details of demon possession 
and demonic manifestation. The interest, one could almost 
call it fascination, with the occult and the demonic is high 
on the interest scale of both Christian and non-Christian. 
We take a prurient interest in the bizarre. The more 
lurid the details, the more abnormal the manifestations, 
the more evil is the incident. 
Now one of the values of this new interest in the 
demonic is a recognition of the reality of evil. Evil is more 
than ignorance or man's humanity and finiteness. Man's 
problems are deeper than the social influences and the 
combination of genes. There is a reality to evil which 
affects the destiny of men and with which we must reckon. 
The danger is that we will become so fascinated with the 
bizarre manifestations that we will miss the more crucial 
evidences of evil. 
The temptations Jesus faced in the wilderness were not 
as dramatic manifestations of demonic power as the mad 
man of Gadara, but they were just as real and, let me say, 
more crucial. The seeking of position, the love of money, 
the escape from cross bearing, the acceptance of worldly 
values, the worship of Caesar, or the critical spirit are 
more devastating to the cause of Christ than the reported 
orgies of demon worship. 
Whatever realities these strange manifestations may 
have they may well be diversionary tactics of the enemy. By 
these Satan takes our attention from where the real battles 
are being fought and we concentrate on the skirmishes. 
There may be a lot of gore and smoke but the real issues of 
life are being settled—won or lost—on a broader front. 
Let's not become intrigued by the traditional image, and 
at present the contemporary image, of a lecherous, beady-
eyed, sub or super-human personage whose presence 
brings with it sulphuric odors. More than likely the devil 
really wears a Hart, Schaffner and Marx suit. He smells 
freshly groomed and his shoes are well polished. His mien 
is sophisticated and gracious. He will offer you the 
kingdom of this world — at least a part of it. He promises 
position and honor. He suggests a way to escape the cross 
as in Peter's suggestion to Christ (you recall Christ's 
reply). He comes in the temptation to deny Christ and 
disobey Him. All the while we do not even recognize him. 
So while we divert our attention to the skirmishes the 
enemy has encircled us. And we do not even know it. 
The End of a Tradition 
T H E exact dates of the beginnings of the Brethren in 
Christ Church are not known. The nearest historians have 
been able to come to answering this question is to bracket 
the event between certain limiting years. 
One of the reasons for this gap in our history is that our 
founders and early church fathers did very little writing. 
Now this is a tradition we have retained. Brethren in 
Christ, on the whole, are not writers. Preachers and doers 
we have. For these we give thanks. 
But we need to stir up the gift of writing and put an end 
to the tradition that has been maintained far too long. 
Messiah College and the Evangelical Visitor are at-
tempting to do something about this (see page fourteen). 
Messiah will be offering a course this winter and spring 
at the Lancaster Church. It will be an evening class. The 
fees are reasonable, the opportunity exciting. 
Ministers, teachers, homemakers — anyone who is 
interested in sharpening his or her written communication 
skill — should take advantage of this course in writing. 
If you are a reader of the editorial page you will know 
that I find tradition a valuable influence. But this tradition 
of not writing is one we could well afford to let go. 
Or perhaps we should take a more positive approach 
and say that to our long tradition of preaching ana doing 
and living we should add a new tradition of writing. It is 
true that Jesus did not write a book but it should be 
obvious to all how crucial is the fact that there were those 
who did write about Him. 
I am convinced that there lies within the Brethren in 
Christ Church the unused gift of writing. Let us in good 
biblical imagery "stir up this gift ." 
Z 
From the Editor 
Normally I use this short feature to highlight themes or 
articles in the paper. Sometimes I use it to visit with the 
readers and make comments which are semi-editorial. 
This time I want to do a little promotion. 
We are in the midst of our annual subscription drive. 
Now this medium ("From the editor") is not particularly 
effective to obtain new subscriptions. The chances are high 
that you who read this are already subscribers. But you 
can do two things which will aid and increase the ministry 
of the Visitor. 
You can aid us by renewing your subscription during 
November. If your subscription expires before September 
1975 (9-745) it would be to our advantage and your 
convenience to renew now. Both of us can "forget i t" until 
next November. 
You can increase the ministry by giving a gift — $4 a 
year. Your neighbor, a member of your family, a family 
attending your Sunday school, a doctor's waiting room, 
the local library are some of the opportunities we have to 
widen the ministry. 
I also want to call the attention of our readers to the 
Lifetime Subscription. A lifetime subscription can be set 
up for $100 — either for yourself or as a gift. It makes an 
ideal wedding gift or Christmas gift. Whether for yourself 
or as a gift it puts an end to renewals. 
The $100 is invested with the Jacob Engle Foundation. 
Income supports the subscription and the capital is held in 
trust rather than diverted to operations. The balance 
remaining at the time of the decease of subscriber or 
spouse is placed in a trust fund for editorial purposes. 
A lifetime subscription has a threefold benefit: 
It eliminates the need for renewals. 
It assures the arrival of the Visitor for life. 
It will continue a "good work" upon the death of the 
subscriber. 
Your pastor or subscription "agent" has lifetime sub-
scription forms. Ask for one! 
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Eugene Wingert 
I t BEGAN with an unlikely band in 
an upper room in Jerusalem and then 
the church burst forth on the world on 
the day of Pentecost. Fires of convic-
tion swept the city. First there were 
three thousand, then five, and then the 
long arm of the law reached out and 
broke the back of the revival. One of 
the church leaders was executed and 
persecution forced the scattering of 
the church. One of the leaders of the 
persecution was a man named Saul 
who went everywhere ferreting out 
believers and throwing them in jail. 
But then he too was taken captive by 
Jesus whom he persecuted and became 
one of the fiercest and boldest leaders 
in the outward spread of the church 
across the Roman world. Congrega-
tions sprang up in a score of cities as 
the initial burst, then hesitation of the 
church settled down to a steady 
spread. 
Once again the sword of persecution 
fell. Nero in AD 64, then a breathing 
space, then Decius in 249 followed by 
Valerian and Diocletian. The church 
was outlawed by Rome. They were 
called "atheists," anti-government, 
subversive, and so the church went 
underground, hiding in tombs and 
passageways and many were given up 
to the lions. Yet even this intense 
opposition had the effect of purifying 
and strengthening the church and the 
light burned steadily, if not brightly. 
Then in the year 314, an astonishing 
t h i n g h a p p e n e d . T h e E m p e r o r 
Constantine made Christianity the 
official religion of the Roman world. 
This apparent triumph was but the 
beginning of a long, dark decline in the 
life of the church. Many became 
Chris t ian in name only, and the 
church forsook the power of the Spirit 
and the cross for the power of the 
sword. Thus weakened, it lost the only 
power by which it could move and 
endure, and a massive division ripped 
the church between east and west — a 
division which was more along racial 
This is an abridgement of a sermon preached by 
the pastor of the Nappanee congregation on 
World- Wide Communion Sunday. 
and national lines than doctrinal, thus 
evidencing the powerlessness of the 
secularized church. The downward 
course continued. The light flickered 
in the gales of political storm and 
personal greed. For all practical pur-
poses, the church became the state. 
Yet here and there men and women of 
true faith kept the flame burning and 
passed it on to succeeding generations. 
Men felt the call to other lands and the 
gospel spread across Europe. The 
l a r g e r " C h r i s t e n d o m " b e c a m e 
apostate, but there was still an inner 
life which was light and salt to the 
world. 
As Rome called the Christians 
"atheists," now the ruling church 
called attempts at reform "heresies" 
and mercilessly sought to repress 
them. They bore strange sounding 
names like Waldenses, Lollards, 
Bohemian Brethren, and their leaders 
included men like Wyclif and John 
Hus. 
It was at this time, that out of the 
monastery and an intense personal 
struggle of immense proportions, God 
raised up Martin Luther. A new blaze 
of light broke forth as a reformed 
church returned to the gospel of 
justification by faith, a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ, a way 
to God by grace, not by the actions of 
a priest or other religious works. With 
him in this reformation were men like 
Calvin, Zwingli, Simons. These were 
the leaders, but their efforts would 
have been in vain were it not for 
countless Christian men and women 
who stood together against the might 
of the Roman pope and sang 
And though this world with devils filled 
Should threaten to undo us 
We will not fear for God hath willed 
His power to triumph through us. 
A mighty fortress is our God 
His kingdom is forever. 
"The light shined in the darkness 
and the darkness could not extinguish 
it." 
The church continued to spread, by 
persecution, by migration and by in-
tentional missionary endeavor. To 
Russia, America, Africa, the Far East, 
South America — and today the 
church around the world celebrates the 
communion of the body and blood of 
Christ. 
Some will do it in secret, fearing for 
their lives. Others will celebrate in 
homes, having found the institutional 
church which they know to be cold, 
dead and empty. Many will celebrate 
in church buildings from thatched 
shelters to stone cathedrals. 
For what we see is nothing less than 
the continuing fulfilment of Jesus' 
promise to Peter: "On this rock I will 
build my church and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it." 
There is no doubt but what the 
armies of Satan have put up a mighty 
effort indeed. And the attacks against 
the church have come thick and heavy: 
persecution, heresies, humanism, the 
seduction of power, substitutes for 
living faith in ritual and form, and, I 
think, particularly in our own day, the 
attack against the church comes in the 
form of materialism and indifference. 
Throughout the history of the 
church, at its beginning and today 
there have been parts of the church 
which have fa l len prey to the 
onslaught of Satan and have been 
taken captive by the enemy. But there 
has also been that faithful band of the 
Master's men who knew the true 
source of the church's power in the 
Holy Spirit. 
Where the church lives in that 
power, it is triumphant and indestruc-
t ible even though set upon by 
overwhelming odds. It towers over the 
wrecks of human causes, kingdoms, 
movements, and religions. Many 
times it is in over its head, but even in 
those trying hours, it shines more 
brightly. Indeed, the church, when it is 
properly about its work, is always "in 
over its head." For the work of the 
church is not to make the world safe 
for democracy, or to make it a better 
place in which to live. Its task is 
nothing less than being the storm 
troopers, the assault force of the 
kingdom of God in the world. It is not 
that kingdom in its entirety, but it is 
the first wave of God's invasion in the 
world. 
On this world-wide communion 
Sunday, we affirm that we are a part 
This Ship Is Not Going Down 
of a great worldwide movement, 
joined hand in hand with believers in 
nearly every tribe and nation, standing 
in a long line of martyrs, heroes as 
well as countless faithful who never 
made the front pages of church 
history, engaged in the greatest work 
man can find to do — the work of 
God's kingdom, and though facing 
overwhelming odds , assured of 
success. The early church knew it, they 
lived it and their victorious deaths 
confirmed it. 
And today, men may fail to be the 
church, they may subvert the church 
to their own purposes, they may op-
pose, outlaw and persecute the church, 
they may disfigure the church and 
make it a caricature of its true form, 
they may imprison the power of the 
church in empty form, and yet the 
church will survive and conquer. My 
brothers and sisters, this ship is not 
going down. The gates of hell will not 
prevail against it. 
Seeing that the church is thus vic-
torious in the world, what manner of 
life ought we to live? Allow me to 
share some implications of being a 
part of a triumphant church. 
1) Let us take courage and live 
bravely. The cause is not lost and there 
is no reason for despair. We don't 
have to apologize to anyone for what 
we are in Jesus Christ. We do not need 
to be timid or hesitating, but boldly 
bear the name of Christ. 
2) However, in our courage, let it 
not be with pride, but with humility, 
for we are of the church by grace and 
not our own merit, and let us never 
forget that it is God's victory, not 
ours. 
3) Remembering that from the 
beginning until now large and small 
sections of the church have been un-
faithful to their calling, let us be sure 
we are indeed the church and not 
playing church games. We play church 
games when we go through the 
motions, do activities, have meetings 
and services, but nothing significant 
happens to people's lives. When we are 
the church and moving in the Spirit's 
power, what is done has an impact. 
Our lives are being changed and the 
lives of others are being changed. 
4) If we are to be the victorious 
church we must be in over our heads. 
How often are we "scared for Jesus"? 
Do we do our church work with the 
sense of helplessness unless the Spirit 
of God intervenes? Let's bite off more 
than we can chew. Let's ask: Without 
the Holy Spirit, how much church 
work would still go on and how much 
would suffer a crushing defeat? 
5) Seeing the church cannot be 
defeated and its victory is sure, let us 
commit ourselves wholeheartedly to 
its work. Here is something that can-
not fail. Let us not hold back. What is 
the work of the church? Briefly it is, a) 
encouraging and strengthening our 
brothers and sisters in Christ, b) 
demonstrating the power of the Holy 
Spirit in our daily relationships and in 
all circumstances, c) telling the Good 
News to our friends and neighbors. 
This is the work of the church in the 
world. Let's really get into it "always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, for 
we know that our labor is not in vain 
in the Lord." 
While our piece of the action is here 
in Nappanee, Bremen, Goshen and 
Elkhart, we join hands with brothers 
and sisters around the world in the 
victorious endeavor of the kingdom of 
God. In this spirit let us unite around 
the Lord's Table and commune with 
our Lord as He speaks to us of His 
body and blood by which we have 
freely and graciously been received 
into His church. 
This Is 
the Life 
Eva Mae Melhorn 
T w o F O R M E R Bible Institute girls had come to visit 
me. I was happy to see them for I had learned to love them 
when I taught them and prayed with them at the Bible 
Institute. We chatted over tea and chocolate cake. We 
talked about their present activities and then it was not 
hard to guide the conversation to spiritual things. They 
talked of the problems of having to associate with people 
not interested in the deeper life. They confessed that they 
too need to be stronger. We even discussed how they could 
save some of their pay and not spend it as fast as they earn 
it. Then we had a time of prayer together. As we were 
separating on the path, they to go back to their work and I 
to my house, they said with feeling, "We have enjoyed our 
visit." I know it was not the chocolate cake alone but the 
sharing of the things of the Lord together that gave them a 
lighter step as they went on their way, and my heart said, 
"This is the life!" This is life full of meaning. 
* * * 
The writer has recently returned to Rhodesia where she will be teaching 
at the Ekuphileni Bible Institute. (See article by Dr. Virginia Kauffman. 
page eight.) 
A fine young man, a Bible Institute student, came to my 
office. I had previously heard him say, " I am not here at 
Ekuphileni Bible Institute because I had nowhere else to 
go, but I am here because the Lord wants me to be here." I 
asked him about his home and found it is far out in the 
Gwaai, at Sikente. I was thrilled to learn that God had 
called a young man from that area to the Bible Institute, 
and to see his keen interest in knowing and doing God's 
will. I learned that one of his former teachers was the lady 
who interpreted for Velma Brillinger and me when we 
spent about two weeks visiting villages in 1955 at Sigiti, 
going by ox-cart to witness for Christ. Yes, God is working 
and I felt refreshed after that conversation. 
* » * 
Two Bible Institute girls came to my house. Our 
conversation was mainly about the Spirit-filled life. They 
wanted to be sure that they had the witness of the Spirit. 
One had claimed the experience before, but now she was 
not sure. Did she not really have the experience or was 
Satan casting a cloud of doubt over her? Earlier in my 
missionary career I thought Christians here are not 
troubled with doubt, but I've learned since that Satan uses 
the same tool on all who seek to do the Lord's will. The 
Lord was so near as we talked and prayed. And why would 
He not be near, for they were so open and hungry and it 
was easy to pray. When they went their way, I suddenly 
realized how tremendously happy I was because of this 
time of sharing, and I stopped to have a little praise 
meeting all my own. 
To be a part of God's programme here is to have life — 
real life — life full and meaningful. 
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The pastor of the Fairview congregation (Ohio), Henry N. 
Miller, planned a Thanksgiving service in (1973) in which all 
could participate in a thoughtful way— 
Symbols of Thanksgiving 
Kathleen A iken 
T h e TABLE before the altar was 
cleared of everything but a small 
arrangement of fruits and vegetables. 
T h e p a s t o r h a d a n n o u n c e d a 
Thanksgiving "symbol service" in 
which could be brought to the table an 
object which would signify some of the 
year's blessings. 
A young man laid his Bible and 
church directory on the table ex-
press ing t h a n k s for the church 
"family" which helps to take the place 
of his family who lives far distant. 
Two young girls brought their father's 
coat which he had been wearing when 
he was shot a couple of weeks ago. A 
moment before the shooting he had 
turned so the pellets had entered his 
body at an angle which did not cause 
serious injury. Although it is not 
known if the shooting was accidental 
or not, the daughters thanked God for 
saving their father's life. 
An older person, a teacher, laid his 
retirement envelope on the table. His 
retirement was from a school badly 
upset by racial dissension. A young 
family brought a guitar that they had 
bought with money they had expected 
to pay for repairs on their car. It is 
used in family devotions and in church 
services. They sang the "Happy Song" 
together before laying it on the table. 
Two grandmothers brought sym-
bols, one a Scripture promise, one a 
photo, of their newborn grandchil-
dren. A middle-aged man who had just 
returned from an extensive hunting 
The writer is a member of the Fairview con-
gregation. 
trip in the region of the Grand Tetons 
spoke of the beauty of that region but 
said he missed his church. He brought 
a cut-out of a church building. 
A gleaming candle was presented by 
a young woman who said the light 
symbolized God's Word which was 
very precious to her. A surgeon's 
family presented three books repre-
senting gratitude for the opportunity 
of spiritual, educational and recrea-
tional learning. A girl brought three 
keys, one for her family home, one for 
her apartment and one for her place of 
work. She thanked God for all three. 
A nurse placed an alarm clock on 
the table saying she did not always 
appreciate the alarm but she was glad 
to be able to get up and go to work 
each day. A wife laid down a photo of 
her husband explaining that during a 
"rough childhood" she had prayed for 
a good h u s b a n d and God had 
answered her prayers. 
An unusual presentation was a large 
magnet which a mother brought 
saying it represented the drawing 
power of God 's love which had 
brought her two sons to Christ during 
the year in answer to many prayers. 
She also displayed a wedding band 
d e n o t i n g t h a n k f u l n e s s for her 
daughter's recent marriage to a Chris-
tian man. 
A light made of stones and copper 
from Africa was symbolic of one 
lady's praise to God for a trip to the 
Missionary Anniversary celebration. 
A man brought a wheel representing 
the total wreck of a car his son was 
driving but he escaped uninjured. A 
lady who sometimes undergoes dis-
couraging troubles at home brought a 
book on praising God and testified 
that she had become more able to say 
"Praise God, anyhow." 
After laying her wristwatch on the 
table one young woman said the time 
had come to report God's dealing with 
her. She gave a remarkable account of 
God's mercy to her after she yielded 
herself completely to Him. Others 
spoke or brought objects symbolic of 
food, healing, Christ as Savior, a free 
country, daily music, a godly pastor, 
birthdays, the cup of salvation, the 
candle of friendship and the fellow-
ship of Christians. Many were touched 
at the depth of gratitude these simple 
objects elicited. 
Religious News 
Dr. Clate A. Risley 
Shot in Holdup Try 
Dr. Clate A. Risley, founder and presi-
dent of World Wide Christian Education 
Ministries, was shot to death in what 
police theorize to have been a futile 
robbery attempt. 
A single slug from a handgun penetrated 
his heart after being fired at close range 
about 7:45 p.m. Oct. 11. Dr. Risley was 
outside his Chicago office when the un-
known assailant accosted him. Police 
believe the killer was frightened off after 
the shot and fled without taking any 
valuables. 
A native of Montana, Dr. Risley earned 
his degree at BIOLA College then in Los 
Angeles and was awarded an honorary 
doctorate at Northwestern College, ac-
cording to Mrs. Hal Cory. Mrs. Cory 
is treasurer of the World Wide Christian 
Education Ministries, Inc. 
The deceased had been a Baptist 
minister for about 10 years in Spokane, 
Wash., before becoming director of the 
National Sunday School Association for 
about 12 years. He was once director of the 
Sunday School Department of World 
Evangelical Fellowship. He founded the 
W C E M in 1963. 
He is survived by his widow, Carole; 
three sons: Jack, Gary and Marc; and two 
grandchildren. 
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Smut Losing Appeal In 
Nation's Porno Capital 
People are "fed up" with smut and 
business is bad, a survey of San Francisco 
movie houses offering adult entertainment, 
topless night clubs and adult bookstores 
indicates. 
Police Sgt. John Vanucci, whose beat 
includes the city's smut district, declared, 
"business is so bad that many topless 
places are closing." He explained that, to 
many patrons, it was a "one-shot deal" to 
see topless bars, porno movies and the like. 
"Business is getting progressively worse," 
he is quoted as saying in the Los Angeles 
Times. 
North Beach's nude massage parlors are 
suffering more than other forms of nude 
encounter situations. An adult bookstore 
operator said business is down from a year 
ago and expected to get worse. His 
monthly business is down two thirds from 
last year. 
A Survey In Britain: 
Fewer Believe In God 
Fewer Britons — 29 percent now com-
pared with 38 percent in 1963 — believe in 
a personal God, according to a survey 
published in London. On tne other hand, 
35 percent of respondents described their 
convictions as faith in "some sort of spirit 
or life force." 
The survey was conducted by the Opi-
nion Research Center of Louis Harris 
International for a religious program of 
the national British Broadcasting Corp. A 
" s a m p l e " total of 1,093 people was 
questioned. 
Church's Report On Canada's Elderly: 
Loneliness Major Problem, Not Poverty 
The greatest problem facing old people 
is loneliness, not poverty, according to a 
report released by the United Church of 
Canada. 
The 174-page report said 48 percent of 
old people surveyed cited loneliness, 
boredom and a feeling of being unwanted 
as the most serious problem. Thirty per-
cent cited little money and the high cost of 
living as the main problem, while 12 
percent cited ill health. 
The report called for more attention by 
the media to old people who sometimes 
need to change the image they have of 
themselves, the report said. 
Miss Kuhlman on "Healing" Survey: 
The Doctor "Doesn't Understand" 
Kathryn Kuhlman says she bears no ill 
will toward Dr. William A. Nolen, the 
Litchfield, Minn., surgeon and author who 
said his research found no evidence of any 
healings at a "miracle service" the famed 
woman evangelist conducted here in 1973. 
Miss Kuhlman, who addressed some 
8 , 0 0 0 p e r s o n s on S e p t . 28 in t h e 
Minneapolis Auditorium, said she feels 
that Dr. Nolen "doesn't understand." 
"At no time have I ever claimed to be a 
faith healer," she said in a telephone 
interview. " I t is the power of God that 
does the healing. Dr. Nolen is not at-
tacking Kathryn Kuhlman. He is attacking 
something that has stood the test of the 
ages: the Word of God and the power of 
God." 
Dr. Nolen, who followed up on the cases 
of 26 patients who thought they had been 
healed at Miss Kuhlman's meeting in June 
1973, said he couldn't find a single cured 
patient in the group. 
He said the limited improvements 
reported by some patients could easily be 
explained by the normal up-and-down 
courses of the diseases involved or the 




John Arthur Brubaker 
Appointed as an Editor 
John Arthur Brubaker, Nappanee, In-
diana; Cornelia Lehn, Newton, Kansas, 
and James E. Horsch, Scottdale, Pennsyl-
vania, have been appointed editors of The 
Foundation Series by the Publishing 
Council. 
Each of the editors will be editor for the 
group of which he is a member. At the 
same time, each of the editors will be 
responsible for the editorial work of 
specific grades. Cornelia Lehn will give 
editorial leadership to courses for children 
three years through G r a d e 2; J ames 
Horsch will be responsible for Grades 3 
through 6; and John Arthur Brubaker will 
be responsible for Grades 7 and 8. 
John Arthur Brubaker is the Executive 
Director of the Board of Christian Ed-
ucation of the Brethren in Christ Church. 
He is being released by his Board for a 
two-year period during which time he will 
be giving a large portion of his time to 
editorial work. 
Cornelia Lehn is Director of Children's 
Work for the Commission on Education of 
the G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e M e n n o n i t e 
Church. She is Associate Editor of On the 
Line, an i n t e r - M e n n o n i t e w e e k l y 
periodical for junior-age children. Cornelia 
also served as editor of the kindergarten 
Sunday school curriculum presently in use 
in Mennonite and General Conference 
Mennonite churches, and wrote the Bible 
story book for the course, God Keeps His 
Promise. 
James E. Horsch is editor of Children's 
Curriculum in the Congregational Litera-
ture Division of the Mennonite Publishing 
House, Mennonite Church. He carried 
editorial responsibilities for revising the 
Mennonite Graded Sunday School Series. 
He served as editor of the widely used 
Herald Omnibus Bible Series. 
The Editors and the Executive Director 
for The Foundation Series, Paul M. 
Lederach, Scottdale, Pa., met for the first 
time August 20. In the initial meeting they 
explored ways to work together, potential 
writers and writing assignments, schedules, 
physical appearance of the curriculum, and 
teaching methods. 
It is planned that the new curriculum 
materials will be available for use in the 
churches September, 1977. 
MESSIAH COLLEGE 
Students Sponsor Festival of Praise 
The Messiah College Gospel Team is 
sponsoring a "Festival of Praise" at the 
college, November 17-23. 
T h e publ ic services f r o m S u n d a y 
through Thursday (17-21) begin at 7:00 
p.m. The Friday evening session begins at 
8:00 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 17, is an all-day session 
beginning at 8:00 a.m. concluding with a 
concert by Dave Boyer at 8:00 p.m. The 
Festival itself concludes with a Fellowship 
and Communion Service, Sunday evening 
at 8:15 p.m. 
In addition to Dave Boyer, the par-
ticipants include J immy DiRaddo, Ruth 
D o u r t e , E r sk ine H o l t , and Mer l in 
Carou the r s . Ron Long will direct a 
musical presentation entitled, " I t ' s Getting 
Late," in the opening rally on Sunday 
evening, Nov. 17. 
The "Festival of Praise" is sponsored by 
the student organization "Gospel Team." 
This organization is committed to Chris-
tian outreach ministries. 
The Festival will be supported by free 
will offerings. 
Why Not Spend January 
at Messiah? 
The January Term (Jan. 6-24) offers 
some exciting study possibilities in Bible 
and Theology. You can enroll in any of the 
following courses. 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit — Dr. Leon 
Hynson, Spring Arbor College. The 
Gospel at Work (Luke-Acts, Phil.) — 
Mrs. George Kimber. 
The Bible as Literature — Mr. Clyde 
Ross. 
The Golden Age of Islam — Dr. 
Gerald Swaim. 
The Christian Pattern of Life — Mr. 
Paul Snyder. 
Oxford Christian Writers (C. S. 
Lewis, George Williams, etc.), — Miss 
Sue Jonas and Dr. Robert Ives. 
Studying in the Holy Land. Mr. 
Alden Long is planning to study there 
and would welcome a fellow traveler. 
Wes l eyan T o u r to E n g l a n d — 
C.H.A. is sponsoring this tour, visiting 
important places in the lives of John 
and Charles Wesley, George Fox, and 
General Booth. 
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(Eva Mae Melhorn and I) were 
sailing on a freighter from New York, 
on our fourth journey to Rhodesia. 
Smooth seas and pleasant weather 
were typical. Besides ourselves, the 
passenger list included seven others, 
all friendly and congenial, but none 
was a Christian. Joan Gayle was the 
captain's bride — this trip was their 
honeymoon. An elderly gentleman, 
Harry, with his French poodle, Pepi, 
was emigrating to South Africa to 
make his home with his daughter in 
D u r b a n . A n n a M a r y , a u t h o r of 
m u r d e r m y s t e r i e s and a re t i red 
teacher, was on a pleasure cruise, as 
were the o ther four . Cla i re and 
Jeannette were widows and retired 
teachers traveling together. Henry and 
P a u l i n e , a re t i red coup le f r o m 
Michigan, shared a table with us in the 
dining room. 
On numerous occasions during the 
sixteen-day voyage, opportuni t ies 
arose when we could witness for Christ 
without forcing the issue. All the time 
w e w e r e c o n s c i o u s of b e i n g 
"watched." 
After dinner on May 23, a surprise 
b i r t h d a y p a r t y , c o m p l e t e with 
decorated cake, was given for Eva 
Mae. The custom of most of the 
passengers and the captain was to have 
an after-dinner drink. At the party no 
drinks were served other than coffee. 
This we felt was in respect to us, for 
they knew that we do not drink 
This is the fourth term for Dr. Kau ffman and 
Miss Melhorn. Dr. Kauffman is in charge of the 
Mtshabezi Mission Hospital. Miss Melhorn is 
teaching at Ekuphileni Bible Institute at 
Mtshabezi. (See article on page five.) 
alcoholic beverages. For two and a 
half hours, practically the entire con-
versation was about Rhodesia and our 
work. All asked many questions 
showing a real interest. 
Near the end of the voyage, Pauline 
and Eva Mae were talking out on the 
deck when the way opened for Eva 
Mae to tell Pauline how God had 
healed her when she was in her teens, 
and eventually was able to tell her of 
her call to mission work. Pauline then 
a c c o m p a n i e d Eva M a e to ou r 
stateroom and said to me, "Eva Mae 
just told me about her call to mission 
work and now I want to hear about 
yours." She was much interested in all 
the details of God's leading, opening 
doors, etc., as I told her. 
After this Pauline said, "Henry and 
I have been talking and we feel this has 
been a crucial meeting. We see that 
you are Christians and really have 
something and yet you are worldly. 
We have come to this stage in our lives 
and we are floundering." She then 
went on to relate how she had done 
many things in several different 
churches, but found no satisfaction. 
What a perfect opening to tell that it is 
by grace through faith and not by 
works! As a conclusion to our talk, we 
played a solo on tape, " I Present You 
To Jesus." This beautiful song con-
tains the whole story from creation 
through the fall, redemption, resurrec-
tion and the second coming. As she 
listened to this, tears were flowing. She 
openly admitted that she knew that 
she was a sinner. 
Although she did not accept the 
Lord just then, she did not close the 
door either. We are sure that our 
conversation was related to Henry 
also. We believe this is only the begin-
ning of a work and we are praying that 
God will send someone else into their 
lives to carry on the witness and we 
intend to do so by letter. 
In Capetown, it was time to say 
farewell to our traveling companions." 
This was a very warm farewell, with 
all of the ladies kissing us goodbye. A 
Jewess divorcee, Marie, came to the 
ship to see one of the other passengers 
who was a friend of one of her friends. 
Since this lady had already made plans 
for the day, Marie very graciously 
helped us. First she took me to the 
bank and post office while Eva Mae 
waited at the ship for the agent who 
was to get our rail tickets and care for 
our luggage for the remainder of the 
trip to Rhodesia. Then I stayed at the 
ship while Marie took Eva Mae and 
our hand luggage to be cleared by 
customs. She then waited at the ship 
and finally took us right to the mis-
sionary home where we were going to 
stay. She would not accept a cent for 
all of her services. In turn, she had 
talked to each of us when we were 
alone with her and told us some of her 
problems and asked questions. As she 
left us at the missionary home, she 
asked us twice to remember to pray 
for her. 
It is good to be at home in Rhodesia 
again, but we are happy for the con-
tacts we enjoyed on the journey. The 
world is a mission field, and there are 
hungry hearts everywhere — even on 
the sea. 
8 Evangelical Visitor 
THE KINGDOM 
David W. Shenk 
A C C O R D I N G to Matthew, a good 
many people were upset when Jesus 
called him away f rom C a e s a r ' s 
revenue service. The cr i t ics felt 
Mat thew was too sneaky in his 
finances. He was too political. The 
wags had it that by selecting Matthew, 
Jesus was getting religion all tangled 
up in the dirty world of politics and 
business. 
Not surprisingly, Matthew's special 
interest did become the kingdom. In 
fact he wrote a book about it. I've just 
read Matthew recently, all twenty-
eight chapters. The kingdom Matthew 
descr ibes is the most radical ly 
revolutionary vision ever to burst into 
human history. 
For example: The kingdom happens 
in people's hearts. The kingdom can't 
be legislated. It has nothing to do with 
fine tuning of gross national product. 
It 's not economic development. It isn't 
nation-state. No! The kingdom is the 
triumph of the love of God. And that 
happens only when selfish people get 
revolutionized by the Holy Spirit. 
Matthew is astonishingly certain 
that the kingdom is the only thing of 
importance anywhere. Nothing else 
really matters. He dogmatically insists 
that the kingdom of righteousness 
m u s t p r e c e d e even a p p a r e n t l y 
desirable goals such as economic 
development. But it is not only in the 
present that the kingdom is crucial. It 
has awesome eternal implications as 
well. Non-kingdom people are head-
ing toward a disaster called "the lake 
of fire" or "outer darkness." King-
dom people are moving heavenward. 
These oppos ing j o u r n e y s are in 
process now, but the final awful 
realization of destiny awaits the judg-
ment. Thus the kingdom now and in 
The writer teaches at the Kenyatta University 
College and co-pastors a Mennonite congrega-
tion in Nairobi. Kenya. Reprinted by permis-
sion from Missionary Messenger. 
future is the only reality. Everything 
else is camouflage. 
The kingdom is at war. There is a 
colossal cosmic battle. All-spirits and 
men are locked in warfare. The battle 
line is sharp and precise. The war 
rages between good and evil, between 
God and Satan, between kingdom 
forces and Antichrist. There is no 
neutrality in this battle. All people and 
spirits everywhere are either for or 
against the King. 
T h e k i n g d o m is t r i u m p h a n t . 
Kingdom people can move mountains, 
heal the sick, feed the poor. Kingdom 
resources are boundless because God 
reigns now. Furthermore the kingdom 
grows. Like the mustard seed which 
becomes a tree, it shall fill the earth 
with its blessed shade. 
Matthew, the ex-revenue officer, has 
much more to say, but in broad out-
line, these are His principal kingdom 
themes. We do well to take Matthew 
seriously. His kingdom insights grew 
out of intimate acquaintance with 
Jesus, who is the King Himself. 
Matthew has special relevance to 
church-mission strategy, which, if I 
am not mistaken, should exist solely in 
response to kingdom imperatives. 
Consequently, mission is only au-
thentic when it is the channel through 
which the love of God flows. That love 
should be expressed in thousands of 
ways, but primarily it is felt in per-
sonal relationships; in the cup of cold 
water shared in the name of Christ. 
Mission must be people-oriented. It 
is people that count. It is people that 
need salvation. It is people who need 
to be confronted by the gospel. It is 
people who experience either heaven 
or hell. Mission must consequently 
accent people. 
Mission is confrontation. Kingdom 
people are under mandate to confront 
people everywhere with the gospel 
truth: the reality of sin, the truth of 
grace, and the imperative of repen-
tance. People must be confronted with 
the consequence of choice: life eternal 
on the one hand, and everlasting fire 
on the other hand. 
Mission is bold because it is 
anchored in faith in the living God. 
Kingdom people should venture to 
enter every open door for witness and 
service. And when doors are closed, 
they are commissioned to pray them 
open. When resources seem in-
adequate, they are commanded to 
pray, and God will open the tap. 
Things like dollar devaluations should 
not deflect kingdom people from 
vigorous involvement in new frontiers 
of witness, for in God's scheme of 
things, the tighter the pinch, the more 
evident He becomes. 
Mission is warfare. People don't 
come into the kingdom easily. The 
enemy tries to sabotage with earthly 
weapons such as political power, 
propaganda, or counterfeit. But the 
weapons of mission are superior, for 
they are given by the King Himself: 
faith, the Spirit, the Word, salvation, 
prayer, truth, the message. 
Mission prioritizes. Bringing peo-
ple to Jesus is the essence of kingdom 
work. That is the touchstone. Jesus 
called it fishing for men. Nothing 
makes heaven reverberate with as 
much joy as when one sinner repents. 
And nothing makes the kingdom of 
God on earth more blessed than the 
good news that people are turning 
Christward. The greatest joy man can 
experience is the discovery that God 
loves. The second greatest joy, I 
believe, is to lead someone else into 
that same love. That is the first busi-
ness of mission everywhere all the 
time. 
No wonder Matthew quit Roman 
politics to follow Jesus! 





T. L. Ncube 
T E A C H E R S are the foundations of 
modern society. There can be no wise 
scientists, doctors, no wise govern-
ments (or policies) nor ministers of 
rel igion wi thout t eachers . Thus 
teachers in general, but Christian 
teachers in particular, face a variety of 
challenges in the classrooms. 
A Christian teacher not only faces 
the challenge of teaching his students 
to acquire knowledge or skills, but 
also the challenge of fostering in them 
the development of Christian quali-
ties of honesty, faithfulness, sym-
pathy, love, humility and responsibili-
ty. More often than not, he finds it 
easier to give information or facts for 
their own sake, and fails completely to 
relate them to his students' character 
development and lives whenever and 
wherever the need arises. Knowledge 
for its own sake — without relevance 
to their lives — is knowledge shorn of 
its meaning. 
He also faces the challenge of 
teaching and treating his students in 
such a way that he wins most of them 
to Christ. He is called upon to show 
love, understanding, tolerance and 
humanity. He should show his stu-
dents by example (for example is 
better than precept) that he is in-
terested in them as human beings, that 
all that he teaches them is meant to 
help develop their minds, bodies and, 
more importantly, their souls. 
It is a truism that if I, as a Christian 
The writer is a teacher in the Wanezi Secondary 
School. 
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teacher, teach Sithokozile Mpofu 
Engl i sh or h i s t o r y , sc ience or 
mathematics, Sithokozile as a human 
being comes first and the lesson sec-
ond. This is a great challenge to a 
Christian teacher in the classroom. 
But how many of us live up to it? The 
easiest way out — and regrettably, this 
is the rule rather than the exception — 
is to be so subject- or syllabus-oriented 
that we forget all about Sithokozile as 
a human being who has a character to 
be developed and a soul to be saved. 
Consequently she develops warped 
ideas about truth, honesty and beauty, 
let alone Christian principles. 
Allied to this is the challenge to help 
young people face their own and their 
country 's problems in a rational 
Christian way for the greatest good of 
all. This is a great challenge for it 
demands that the Christian teacher 
should be conscientious, exemplary 
and impartial. But the tragedy is that 
most Christian teachers glibly talk 
about these qualities but never live up 
to them themselves. Students are 
quick to detect the difference between 
what a Christian says and what he 
does. 
Another challenge a Christian 
teacher faces is to try to give his stu-
dents opportunities to do responsible 
work, to give them real life problems 
to tackle. He will be surprised to see 
how keenly and well they work. We 
develop good Christian characters not 
only by listening to inspiring sermons 
or talks on truth, honesty, humility, 
love and giving, but also by being 
given the opportunities to practice 
these. 
" N o man ever learns to do one 
t h i n g , " says S h a w , " b y do ing 
something else." "You learn to be 
just ," says Aristotle, "by doing just 
acts." This is also so very true of 
Christianity. 
Some students should be made 
prefects, others should be classroom 
monitors and others should run the 
school's Debating Society, Scripture 
Union, Football and Netball, Girl 
Guides and Boy Scouts. The Christian 
teacher should from time to time give 
his students projects in geography, 
history, English literature and Bible 
where a group of perhaps seven 
students is responsible for a small part 
of the whole project. This develops in 
them a sense of responsibility, a spirit 
of cooperation, sociability, sympathy 
and tolerance. 
It is true that the Christian teacher 
faces many and varied challenges in 
the class-room. But it is also true that 
these challenges afford him, more than 
anyone else, a golden opportunity to 
influence and mould his students' 
characters according to Christian 
principles during their formative years 
by giving them time to practice Chris-
tian virtues under his guidance. It is a 
painfully slow process and the results 
are not immediate. It needs patience 
and even sacrifice. But when these 
students grow up and take their places 
in society as responsible Christian 
people, one looks back with a sense of 
pride, joy, achievement and satis-
faction at having contributed im-
measurably towards their salvation, 
strong characters and sense of respon-
sibility. 
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W H A T IS the best English transla-
tion of the Bible? Oh facile question, 
which one must answer, if at all, 50 or 
100 years from now when constant 
spiritual encouragement over a period 
of time provides the ultimate test of 
the worthiness of one of the many 
translations available. We are in an 
interim period now, a time when 
translations are being made; for within 
the past 20 years more English 
translations have been produced than 
at any other time in history. Like a big 
meal, this feast needs to be digested, 
then we shall see which of the many is 
useful. 
Perhaps, however, some prelimin-
ary observations may be in order. 
There is a wide choice for examina-
tion, including at least nine versions in 
common use, ranging all the way from 
the literal New American Standard 
Version (NASV): "And the seventh 
angel sounded and there arose loud 
voices in heaven, saying . . ." to the 
smooth paraphrase of The Living Bi-
ble (LB): "For just then the seventh 
angel blew his trumpet and there were 
loud voices shouting down from 
heaven." Betwixt are other shades 
such as the Jerusalem Bible's (JB): 
"we are God's work of ar t ," in Eph. 
2:10. 
We may quickly eliminate some 
translations as non-starters, such as 
the various translations we have in 
fragments, usually as a New Testa-
ment, and which probably will never 
include the complete Bible, such as 
Phillips and Barclay. There are others 
which have little to commend them 
over any of the others, such as the 
Amplified Bible (a strange mixture of 
the views of Kittle and James Barr) 
The writer, pastor of the Grantham congrega-
tion, briefly comments on the Scripture versions 
available and shares his preference. 
A Biblical 
Robert B. Ives 
and the Berkley Bible, an attempt at a 
conservative translation by the same 
s y n d i c a t e which b r ings us the 
Amplified Bible and the NASV. 
Perhaps we should also rule out older 
favorites which are no longer in wide 
circulation as the American Standard 
Version (1901), W e y m o u t h and 
MofTatt. 
Some may want to rule out the New 
American Bible (NAB) by saying, can 
any good thing come out of Rome; 
although Catholic scholarship has 
taken more than seriously the original 
languages in this century. Some of its 
readings seem awkward, such as, "Let 
no man separate what God has 
joined," and sometimes downright 
non-memorable such as the words of 
James 2:16, "Goodbye and good 
luck." There are others who would 
rule out the Jerusalem Bible (JB) for 
similar reasons — it was prepared by a 
group of French Dominicans; but they 
should do so cautiously, for it is well-
styled and J. R. R. Tolkien edited at 
least one of the books, Job. The main 
problem it has is cost. Even ordering 
from Blackwells at Oxford, the stan-
dard edition costs about $16.50 plus or 
minus a few pence. 
Two translations, the Today's 
English Version (TEV) with more than 
45 million copies in print (how can all 
those people be wrong?) and the New 
International Version (NIV) spear-
headed by a group of Gordon Semi-
nary men, cannot be judged fairly 
since the Old Testament is not com-
plete yet. While Robert Bratcher and 
others work away with a Hebrew text 
one wonders how successfully they 
will do Genesis or the Song of Songs. 
The old-time favorite, the King 
James (KJV) has a lot going for it. Try 
listening to Handel's Messiah with 
texts from The Living Bible. But the 
great number of new translations 
Smorgasbord 
point out the main problem with the 
King James; we simply do not under-
stand the sometimes tortured phras-
ing of Lancelot Andrewes, William 
Barlow, Miles Smi th and John 
Aglionby, translators all. Try to un-
derstand the jumble of 2 Cor. 5:4: 
"For we that are in this tabernacle do 
groan, being burdened; not for that we 
would be unclothed, but clothed upon, 
that mortality might be swallowed up 
of life." 
For those who want to stay in the 
KJV tradition for King James' sake, 
there are the RSV and NASV. They 
tend to be the common man's Greek 
versions, literal, language-mulattos 
rather than English translations. It's 
more rewarding to learn Greek and 
Hebrew and to read for enjoyment an 
English t r ans la t ion ra the r than 
struggle with the literalness of a work 
which is neither English nor Greek nor 
Hebrew. 
That brings us to The Living Bible 
which also has a lot going for it: 
Kenneth Taylor, Billy Graham and, 
on the cover of one version, the wife of 
a Messiah College faculty member. It 
is also wri t ten in good " e v a n -
gelicalese"; but, and here is the 
crusher, it's not a translation! Yup! 
says so right on the binding, in small 
print: "paraphrased." Still our eight 
year old can understand it, and so can 
a lot of other people. And as the Wall 
Street Journal said in its front page 
headline (1 March 74): "The Living 
Bible Lives and Sells and Makes 
Kenneth Taylor Happy." 
That brings to what some regard as 
the best translation going, The New 
English Bible. Buy it in apple red, 
ginger brown or good old pulpit-
thumping black for $8.50, by the 
Cambridge and Oxford University 
Presses, no less. If its language is a 
little more British than we might like 
(why, in America they haven't spoken 
it for years, anyway) and subject to 
occasional fits of verse juggling in the 
Old Testament, still it presents clear 
crisp sentences: "This has taught us 
love — That he gave up his life for us 
— and we, too, ought to give up our 
lives for our brothers." It captures the 
terror of a book like Joel and the 
sublime "gothic" of the Psalms. It 
presents fresh turns of phrase to 
gladden the heart and in a book like 
Job it tells the tale with awesome 
grandeur and biting sarcasm, correc-
ting many long misunderstood words 
and phrases. 
Having said this I suspect you may 
just decide to keep on using the 
translation you've always used, but 
you might want to peek at the NEB 
for yourself, and perhaps God may en-
courage you by its freshness. 





ELBERT N . S M I T H 
The Manual of Doctrine and Government states "we believe that the work of 
Calvary is made effective to the believer through justification (forgiveness of 
committed sin) and sanctification (heart cleansing and empowerment); and that 
the work of grace thus wrought in the heart will effect a transformation of life and 
conduct." (p. 11) These Christian experiences are the work of the Holy Spirit. We 
cannot earn our salvation or be educated into the kingdom. 
However, Christian experience does not happen in a vacuum. Are there other 
experiences that will "prepare" children to understand God and the meaning of 
Christian conversion? 
The following article is taken from a paper entitled "The Christian Experience 
of Children." By Rev. Elbert Smith. This paper was presented to the General 
Conference Board of Christian Education during a study of the conversion of 
children. 
In this article Rev. Smith suggests that there are seven experiences which 
children need as preparation to commitment to Christ. These experiences will not 
automatically guarantee that a child will decide for Christ. Children need to be 
able to say no to Christ as well as yes. However, these experiences are important 
for children so that they may more fully understand the gospel and make an 
intelligent decision for Christ. 
Elbert Smith is pastor of the Upland Brethren in 
Christ congregation. He also serves as a 
member of the General Conference Board of 
Christian Education. 
12 
D r . Adrian Heaton, well-known 
Baptist educator, states that "Worship 
is man 's appropria te response to 
God 's self-revelation." The twin 
emphasis cannot be separated. Man 
must sense something of the presence 
of God, and then respond to Him. This 
is clearly seen in the experience of 
conversion. When man sees his need of 
God's forgiveness, he accepts Jesus 
Christ as his Savior. 
However, there must be other 
Christian experiences which precede 
conversion. Objectives of Christian 
Education outlines the content of these 
experiences in terms of understand-
ings about God, Jesus, the Bible, the 
Cnurch , O the r s , and Self . This 
emphasis is on the knowledge content 
which the child must acquire if his 
commitment to Christ and his grow-
ing in Christ is to endure. Randolph C. 
Miller lists four basic needs in growth 
in religion: love and acceptance, a 
structure of law and order, freedom to 
grow, and oppor tun i ty to sense 
wonder and mystery. This listing 
emphasizes the contribution of society 
and environment. Our concern is the 
experience of the child. 
In our definition of worship the 
concern is "an appropriate response." 
It is possible to have knowledge and 
do nothing about it. It is possible to 
have knowledge and rebel against it. 
We are concerned that the child shall 
make an appropria te response to 
God's revelation. This is experience, 
Christian experience. 
Is it surprising to suggest that there 
may be a number of experiences prior 
to conversion? Romans 10:14, "How 
shall they call on him in whom they 
have not believed? and how shall they 
believe in him of whom they have not 
heard? and how shall they hear 
Page Editor 
without a preacher?" This suggests 
there must be a preacher, a presenta-
tion of the gospel, a believing in Jesus, 
and a calling upon Him for salvation. 
W h a t exper ience might help to 
prepare the toddler and the child for 
the act of surrender to Jesus? 
Seven, (perfect but not complete) 
experiences are suggested here as 
emerging concepts which the child 
must have. It will be noted that each 
concept weaves its pattern into the 
entire life span beginning at birth and 
progressing to maturity. 
1. To feel that God loves him. This 
is the foundation of salvation. "For 
God so loved the world . . ." "We love 
Him, because He first loved us." The 
child who fears God or feels God hates 
him will find it difficult to come to 
Jesus for pardon. The child who feels 
rejected by his parents cannot under-
stand the meaning of love. 
Randolph Miller says: "The child's 
first acquaintance with wonder and 
mystery comes from his parent's love, 
and this is a two-way process as 
parents regard him with awe. The 
father's attitude toward the mother, 
her attitude toward the father, and 
their prayers together provide an at-
mosphere in which the infant knows he 
is loved. This relationship of the child 
to his parents is the cornerstone of all 
religious teaching . . . The parents are 
interpreting God to the infant and 
young child through the only possible 
medium." 
The child cannot understand Chris-
tian love if he has not experienced 
human love. Further, he will not 
recognize Christian love if those who 
love him do not interpret human love 
as a reflection of God's love. 
2. To discover right and wrong as 
objective moral principles. The begin-
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nings of right and wrong are f ramed in 
the words of parents (yes, no, do, 
don ' t ) . He accepts these because his 
parents say so. Gradual ly these ex-
periences build into objective values. 
" H o t " is bad because mother says it in 
a frightening way. Then one day " h o t " 
becomes an experience, and when the 
c ry ing has s topped the child has 
gained an objective value. 
No t all values crystallize so rapidly. 
There is a progression of authority 
f rom parents, to teachers, to peers, to 
personal conviction, to absolute objec-
tive authori ty. There is the world of 
make-believe, of ignoring reality, but 
soon the growing child craves security 
in a fixed and dependable world. As he 
recognizes moral laws he begins to 
realize the meaning of sin. The respon-
sibility of the parent and the church is 
to help the child experience that right 
and wrong are the expression of God 's 
laws. 
One of the tragedies of our age is 
that right and wrong are relative. 
S tandards are changed to suit the 
convenience of the individual and 
society. Personal desire controls all 
conduct. Sin has no meaning. It is 
therefore difficult for today 's youth to 
feel the horror of sin and cry, " H a v e 
mercy upon me, O G o d . " 
3. To experience obedience and dis-
cipline. Here again it is possible to 
know the right and do it not. The 
generation of young adults today have 
been reared on the diet of self expres-
sion, f reedom and reaction to stan-
dards. Self-indulgence is the norm. 
They move f rom one thrill to another. 
When these youth are faced with the 
challenge of the gospel they are un-
willing to submit, to sacrifice, to 
accept the discipline of obedience. 
Lack of discipline as a child con-
tr ibutes to the rebellion against socie-
ty. The effects are seen in the dope 
addict, in the increase of crime, illicit 
sex, and delinquency, in luxury-mad 
and spend-free society, in chaos and 
rebellion, in the unhappy quest for 
leisure, possessions, and position. 
How does this relate to the Chris-
tian experience of children? From the 
very beginning the child must ex-
perience the satisfaction of discipline 
and surrender of self. H e must respond 
appropriately. As he obeys his parents 
he must sense that they too obey Jesus. 
"Rebel l ion is as the sin of wi tchcraf t ." 
To obey is better than sacrifice." 
4. To recognize the privilege and re-
sponsibility of choice. Whi le we 
emphasize obedience we must en-
courage intelligent decision. Children 
need the experience of choice, for this 
helps them weigh values. Whether it is 
a choice of clothes to wear, a choice of 
candy, or a choice of activities, they 
need to gain confidence in the use of 
judgment . 
They must further experience the 
consequence or joy of their decisions. 
Too often parents shield the erring 
child until as a wayward youth he is 
confident that he can get by. The 
wages of sin is death. The gift of God 
is eternal life. The parent who uses 
discipline spasmodically, the parent 
who threatens to punish ana then 
ignores the misdemeanor, the parent 
who says " N o " then gives in, robs the 
child of a fundamenta l Christian ex-
perience. Sin has its consequences. We 
must be faithful to our decision. 
The child who has developed con-
fidence in his ability to choose, will be 
better prepared to choose Jesus as his 
Savior. That child will stand by his 
decision even though the road may be 
difficult. 
5. Experience forgiveness and 
fellowship. This is closely related to 
the experience of love. Yet many 
adu l t s find it difficult to forgive, 
because they did not experience for-
giveness as a child. Jesus' command to 
forgive seventy times seven may apply 
to the one transgression which con-
stantly plagues our memory. The 
apostle Paul 's admonit ion tnat we 
should "forgive one another, even as 
God for Christ 's sake hath forgiven," 
emphasizes the importance of this ex-
perience. 
Yes, it was your most valuable 
book, and you had told him not to 
crayon in it. Now you must punish 
him, but don ' t forget he must ex-
Eerience your forgiveness and love, or e may not understand that God wants 
to forgive and love him. 
6. Giving and sharing. Here is an ex-
perience which runs counter to the 
very nature of the chiid. His life is 
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Youth Ministry — Its Renewal in the 
Local Church by Lawrence O. 
Richards. Zondervan, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., 1972. $6.95, 364 pages. For 
youth leaders. 
Youth Ministry develops an over-all 
approach to a ministry with youth in the 
local church. The author first looks at 
the culture of youth. He then develops 
wrapped up in himself. Gett ing and 
keeping is the natural desire. He is 
self-centered, self-seeking. If he con-
tinues to grow in this direction he may 
never be able to give his life to Christ . 
If at last he surrenders, he will find 
service to o thers for Chr i s t very 
difficult. 
Christian experience in this area 
requires that we provide opportuni-
ties which m a k e sharing a joy. He 
needs the thrill of helping mother in 
the home. He needs to help dad in the 
workshop. Of course he is more bother 
than the work he gets done. You could 
do the job in less time, but in saying 
this are you not guilty of failing to give 
yourself to help him? If you cannot 
take t ime to help him, how can you 
expect him to want to help others. 
7. Surrender to Christ as Savior and 
Lord. Here then is the climax of 
spiritual preparat ion. If the parents 
and the church have been faithful at 
each point, then the child will have a 
broad revelation of God. This we 
might call "put t ing him in the way of 
salvation." If he has responded ap-
propriately to each revelation of God, 
he will be ready for the Spirit 's invita-
tion. 
Parents must demonst ra te in their 
lives the revelation of God and must 
interpret for the child the Christian 
significance of each experience. As Eli 
explained God 's call to Samuel, so the 
parent must point the child to God. 
We dare not forget, however, that it 
is the Spirit of God who provides 
forgiveness. He witnesses to the child's 
surrender. He provides fellowship. He 
creates the clean heart. Our task is to 
provide oppor tun i t i e s for God to 
speak and to encourage the child to 
make an appropriate response to each 
revelation. 
| i j 
an understanding of youth ministry 
from a Christian perspective and lists 
qualities for those who lead youth. 
Richards stresses the need for youth 
to delve into Scripture; the value of 
relationships and Christian community; 
and the importance of relating Chris-
tian faith to life. 
This book is a must for anyone who 
takes ministering to youth seriously. 
" S i — Book of 
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Messiah Offers Course In Writing 
Messiah College, in response to interest expressed by editors of Christian 
periodicals, including the Evangelical Visitor, is offering a course in writing — 
primarily oriented to those interested in writing from the Christian viewpoint. 
Course title: "Christian Writers Workshop." 
Course content: Instruction in the fundamentals of writing, with application to 
the particular types of writing in which students have interest, e.g., prose 
articles, narratives, poems, news, or radio script. Also coverage of methods of 
selection and of contact with publishers and editors. 
Course procedure: Instruction will be tailored to individual needs as much as 
possible while, at the same time, encouraging the sharing of writing ex-
periences among class members. The instructor, Ray M. Zercher, will be 
assisted occasionally by editorial representatives from area publishers. 
Course credit: The student may elect to audit or to take the course for three 
hours credit, the fees being $54 and $108 respectively. 
Course requirements: Regular attendance, investment in appropriate textual 
materials as needed, and willingness to profit from the writing and revising 
process necessary for the production of salable copy. Preparation of at least 
three written pieces for submission to selected editors. 
Student eligibility: Anyone sixteen years of age or older who has interest in 
writing as a form of Christian service may enroll. (A minimum of six students 
will be needed to implement plans for the course.) 
Time: The Workshop will meet one night weekly (Thursday), 7:00-9:00 p.m., 
February 6 to April 24, I975. 
Location: The Workshop will meet in the educational facilities of the 
Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church, which is conveniently located just off 
Route 283 on the Fruitville Pike at the northern edge of Lancaster. 
Interested students should contact: Paul Snyder 
Director of Admissions 
Messiah College 
Grantham, Pa. 17027 
C H U R C H N E W S 
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Those interested in any of the above 
courses should write to Mr. Paul Snyder, 
Director of Admissions, Messiah College, 
Grantham, Pennsylvania 17027. 
Basketball Sponsors 
The first basketball game of the Messiah 
College season will be on November 25. In 
order to help defray rising costs and keep 
ticket prices down, friends of the college 
are invited to purchase a Patron Ticket. 
Such tickets, costing $12, will entitle 
holders to attend all 10 home games. 
Regular tickets are $2 per game. 
Many readers live too far away to attend 
basketball games, but it is hoped that they 
will still have interest in becoming a 
Patron. 
Marshall Shaker, basketball coach at 
Messiah, was honored last season by being 
named the National Christian Colleges 
Athletic Association Basketball Coach of 
the Year. This reflects both his and the 
team's fine spirit and skill. 
CONFERENCES 
Allegheny 
Bishop Henry Ginder installed Rev. 
Mark Slagenweit pastor of the Canoe 
Creek congregation on Sunday evening, 
Aug. 18. The former pastor, Rev. Steven 
Mcllveen, and brother of the new pastor, 
Rev. Andrew Slagenweit, assisted in the 
service. The Masters' Trio brought special 
music. 
The Five Forks congregation observed 
College Day on Sunday, Sept. 22, with 
students from Messiah College sharing in 
the youth groups during the Sunday school 
hour. The pastor is Rev. James W. Esh. 
On Saturday, Sept. 28, seven young 
people from the Mt. Rock congregation 
v i s i t e d t h e M i s s i o n s o f f i c e in 
Elizabethtown, the Messiah's Children's 
Home, and the Messiah Home as part of a 
special study course, "On Your Way." 
Rev. Avery Musser is the pastor. 
Correction: The news item concerning 
the Cedar Heights congregation (October 
10 issue) incorrectly listed Eugene Heidler 
as the pastor. Clarence Brubaker is pastor 
at Cedar Heights. Eugene Heidler is pastor 
at Cedar Grove. — Editor. 
Atlantic 
Albert A. Wynder was installed, Sun-
day, October 6, as the 
pastor of the Eliza-
be th town congrega -
tion. The Reverend Mr. 
Wynder is a former 
m e m b e r o f t h e 
G r a n t h a m congrega-
t ion . He has t aken 
s e m i n a r y w o r k a t 
Cromwell Seminary , 
Philadelphia, and at Fuller Seminary, 
Pasadena. Bishop C. B. Byers was in 
charge of the installation service, assisted 
by Glen Pierce, chairman of the church 
board, and Dr. Robert Ives, pastor of the 
Grantham congregation. 
The Mt. Pleasant congregation reports a 
baptismal service was held on Sunday, 
Sept. 29, at which four persons were 
baptized by the pastor, Rev. Harry Bert. 
Canadian 
The Bertie congregation held an evening 
of music on Sunday evening, Sept. 29, 
when the newly purchased piano was used 
for the first time. Rev. Wilbur Benner is 
the pastor. 
The Oak Ridges congregation recently 
launched a new "young adult" Sunday 
school class. A new nursery is also being 
completed. The pastor is Rev. James 
Sider. 
Central 
The Phoneton congregation held a bap-
tismal service on Sunday, Sept. 15 for five 
persons. Eight were received into church 
membership. The pastor is Rev. Elam 
Dohner. 
The youth choir of the Pomeroy Chapel 
congregation gave a program of sacred 
music at the Rolling Acres Church on 
Sunday evening, Sept. 8, and at the Camp-
bellsville Church on Sunday evening, Sept. 
29. T h e d i rec tor is Rev. David P. 
Buckwalter, pastor of the Pomeroy con-
gregation. 
On Sept. 1, the Uniontown congregation 
held a Homecoming Service with services 
during the entire day. Bishop David 
Climenhaga took part in the morning 
service. Others taking part in the services 
were Rev. Walter Lehman, Harley New-
man, and the interim pastor, Rev. Henry 
P. Heisey. 
The Valley Chapel congregation shared 
in an evening worship service with the 
Greentown Church of God in Greentown 
on Sunday, Sept. 21. The pastor is Rev. 
Ted Burwell. 
Midwest 
There was an installation service for the 
pastoral couple of the Pleasant Hill con-
gregation on Sunday, Sept. 8. Installed 
were Les and Grace Zook. 
Births 
Clever: Katrina Mae, born Aug. 23 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Clever, Paramount 
congregation, Md. 
Heffleger: Jason Michael, born Sept. 22 
to Mr . and Mrs. Kenneth Heffleger, 
Skyline View congregation, Pa. 
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Jordan: Weston Edward, born Aug. 7 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Jordan, Mountain View 
congregation, Colorado. 
Robinson: Kelly Jo, born Sept. 10 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Dallas Robinson, Canoe 
Creek congregation, Pa. 
Starr: Ryan R., born June 25 to Mr. and 
Mrs. Vern Starr , Mooretown congrega-
tion, Mich. 
Wer t : Heather Renee, born Sept. 28 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Sherle Wert, Big Valley 
congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Byers-Denlinger: Shirley Ann, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Landis Denlinger, Lan-
caster, Pa., and Nelson, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Samuel Byers, Shippensburg, Pa., 
Sept. 21 in the Rohrerstown Mennonite 
Church with Bishop Ivan Leaman and 
Rev. Paul Gochnauer officiating. (The 
bride's mother who was unable to attend 
the wedding, died the following morning.) 
Cockill-Kurtz: Gloria, daughter of Mr . 
and Mrs. Samuel Kurtz, and Michael, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Lester Cockill, both of 
Pine Grove, Pa., Sept. 28 in the Tremont 
Church with Rev. H o m e r Rissinger 
officiating. 
D e a r d o r f f - S t r i t e : S h e i l a M a r i e , 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Walter L. Strite, 
Waynesboro, Pa., and Gregory Brian, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. John K. Deardorff, 
C h a m b e r s b u r g , Pa . , in the Fairview 
C h u r c h with Rev. Virgi l N . B o o k s 
officiating. 
Hand-Kidd: Jessalena Kidd, Owenton, 
Ky., and William G. Hand, Jackson, Ky., 
Sept. 4. 
Sider-Strongitharm: J o a n A r l e n e , 
d a u g h t e r of Rev. and M r s . E rnes t 
S t r o n g i t h a r m , W a t e r f o r d , On t . , and 
Robert Leslie, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ross 
Sider, Ridgeway, Ont., Sept. 7 in the 
Waterford Baptist Church with father of 
the bride and Rev. Ross Nigh officiating. 
Sims-Freeman: Donna, daughter of Mr. 
a n d M r s . C l a r e n c e F r e e m a n , S r . , 
Waynesboro, Pa., and Charles, son of 
Mrs. Lillie Crider, South Mountain, Pa., 
and James Sims, Landover, Md., Sept. 28 
in the South Mountain Bible Church with 
Rev. Mervil Stambaugh officiating. 
Obituaries 
Trost : Johanna Trost, born May 31, 
1904, in Munich, Germany, died Sept. 10, 
1974. She was married to Henry J. Trost 
who preceded her in death. She is survived 
by two sons: Norman and John; two 
daughters: Mrs. Elsa Crittsinger and Mrs. 
Anna Mumau; eleven grandchildren, one 
brother; and one sister. She was a member 
of the Brethren in Christ Church for 38 
years. The funeral service was held in 
Williamsville, N. Y., with Rev. Wilbur 
Benner officiating. Rev. Benner and Rev. 
William Charlton conducted the graveside 
service at the Bertie Cemetery. 
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Two Pacific Conference 
Ministers Die Within Week 
Bishop Emeritus Jacob Harry Wagaman 
Bishop Wagaman was born November 
19, 1873, near Fayetteville, Pa. At the age 
of 12 he moved to Dickinson County, 
Kansas. He married Edna Plum on March 
5, 1896. From this marriage came three 
children — Mabel (who died in infancy), 
Raymond of Morrill, Kansas, and Elsie 
Engle of Upland, Calif., three grandchil-
dren, ten great-grandchildren and two 
great-great-grandchildren. 
He was ordained to the ministry in 1905 
and served the Zion congregation until 
1911 when he and his wife entered service 
under the Home Mission Board; first an 
interim period of six months at Buffalo and 
then at the San Francisco Mission until 
1916. 
Brother Wagaman, with his family, 
moved to Tulare County , Cal i forn ia , 
where he served as minister. Upon the 
organization of the district there, he was 
elected Bishop in 1920. Upon the death of 
Bishop C. C. Burkholder in 1931, he was 
elected as overseer of the Southern 
California Districts. With the merging of 
California as one District, he was chosen 
Bishop and continued as such until his 
retirement in 1947. 
He also served on the Home Mission 
Board from 1919 to 1935, when he was 
t ransfer red to the General Executive 
Board of the Brethren in Christ Church, 
serving until 1947. He was a charter 
member of Beulah — Upland College 
Board of Trustees and continued as such 
until his retirement as Bishop in 1947. 
Since his retirement he has continued his 
Benjamin M. Books 
Benjamin M. Books, born March 31, 
1892, Lebanon County, Pa., died October 
16, 1974, Upland, California. He came to 
Upland in 1920 and served as Bible in-
structor on the first faculty of Beulah 
College. From 1928-1931 he pastored the 
Upland Brethren in Christ Church. 
Moving to Oregon he founded the 
Grants Pass Redwood Country Church, 
(Brethren in Christ) and later founded the 
Labish Brethren in Christ Church, Salem, 
Oregon. He served a number of years as 
pastor of the Pleasant Hill congregation, 
Kansas, before retiring 9 years ago. 
He was a beloved pastor, a man of vision 
in starting new churches, a loyal church 
leader and highly respected as a man of 
God. He was married in 1923 to Priscilla 
Wingerd, who survives. Also surviving are 
two sons: Maynard and Virgil; three 
daughters, Mrs. Arthur Clausen, Mrs. 
Ray Gade, Mrs. Dan Chamberlain; four 
brothers: Theron, Titus, Jake, Elmer; and 
one sister, Mrs. Esther Kreider. Fifteen 
interest in his church, its growth, both 
physical and spiritual. 
His wife, Edna, died in 1948. In 1952 he 
married Delia Plum Winger. They resided 
together at the Upland Manor from 1972 
until his health failed about two months 
ago. He then lived in the home of his 
daughter and son-in-law for about six 
weeks until he was hospitalized. He passed 
away quietly in his sleep on October 11, 
1974. 
The family and friends joined in a 
s e r v i c e of c o m m e m o r a t i o n a n d 
"coronat ion" at the Upland Brethren in 
Christ Church, Monday, October 14, 
1974. Tributes and expressions of triumph 
and hope were shared from a number of 
leaders and friends. Brother Wagaman 
was laid to rest at the Bellevue Mausoleum 
in Ontario, California. 
grandchildren and one great-grandchild 
also survive. 
Funeral services were held at the Upland 
Brethren in Christ Church, Pastor Elbert 
Smith and Rev. Alvin C. Burkholder, 
officiating. Entombment was in Bellevue 
Mausoleum. 
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The Thanksgiving season in this Year of Our Lord 
1974 presents an obvious and most disturbing 
paradox. 
We have on the one hand mil l ions of Americans 
sitt ing down to a tradit ional feast of plenty, and on 
the other, mult ipl ied mil l ions around the world facing 
either actual death f rom starvation or, at best, lives 
of physical or mental retardation resulting f rom long-
term malnutr i t ion. 
The gr im and familiar statistics do not have to be 
repeated. The insidiously steady pace of increasing 
wor ld famine has in recent months accelerated, and 
every i n f o rmed person knows the t ragedy of 
drought - r idden Afr ica coupled with the new crises of 
Bangladesh and India and other places of chronic 
need. 
Nor does it help part icularly to remind ourselves 
that we too have problems, and that what causes 
hunger pains in the developing nations also causes 
higher prices in the developed. 
The practical issue of the moment is just what our 
att i tude should be. 
Should we be torn by guilt? Should we abandon 
our tradit ional festive meal and family celebrat ion? 
May I urge that we in this crucial moment of 
history re-discover the example of our forefathers, 
as implied in the name we have commonly given to 
this holiday. 
"Thanks" and "Giving." That was the pattern of the 
first observance, and it suggests the answer for us. 
Let us be thankful and let us also give to help the 
less-fortunate, in our own communi t ies and in the 
communi ty of the world. 
Should we feel guilty? Let us instead be grateful, 
and out of our grat i tude turn to help others. 
In so doing, we find that our giving itself becomes 
an expression of grat i tude to Almighty God. 
Let men of good will and of whatever faith reflect 
in Thanks/Giv ing 1974 the spirit of the One Who 
said: "I was hungry and you fed me. Inasmuch as you 
have done it unto one of the least of these, you have 
done it unto me." 
Honorable Harold E. Hughes 
United States Senator, Iowa 
Presented on behalf of the world's hungry millions by 
Food for the Hungry, 110 West Broadway, Glendale, California 91204 
